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Author of Making Black Lives Matter and Professor of Philosophy Dr. Christopher J. Lebron Wins 

The Hiett Prize in the Humanities from The Dallas Institute of Humanities and Culture 

  

DALLAS, JULY 9, 2018: For 14 years, the Dallas Institute has been awarding a $50,000 prize to a 

promising individual working in the humanities. This year’s recipient is Dr. Christopher J. Lebron.  

Dr. Lebron is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Johns Hopkins University. He received his Ph.D. from 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the fields of Social Theory and Political Philosophy. His work 

currently focuses on political philosophy, social theory, the philosophy of race, and democratic ethics. 

 

Dr. Lebron has published two books: The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time, for which he 

won the American Political Science Association Foundations of Political Theory First Book Prize, and The 

Making of Black Lives Matter: A Brief History of An Idea. The Making of Black Lives Matter presents an 

intellectual history of the Black Lives Matter movement, tracing its origins and connecting it to the long 

tradition of the struggle for freedom and equal rights for African Americans that includes such figures as 

Frederick Douglass, Ida B. Wells, Langston Hughes, Zora Neal Hurston, James Baldwin, and Martin Luther 

King Jr. 

 

Regarding his work, Dr. Lebron said, “During the final months of publishing my first book, America was 

fully confronted with the phenomenon of private citizen and police abuse against black Americans. The 

killing of Trayvon Martin and the subsequent killing of Michael Brown and Eric Garner mobilized the 

largest civil rights movement in the last fifty years: Black Lives Matter. With the advent of social media 

and the rise of portable video recording technology wielded often by black bystanders, white Americans 

spent the next four years witnessing a form of terror that blacks have known across all of American 

history but that now was undeniable – everyone watched Eric Garner get choked to death right on 
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YouTube. Awful tragedy can beget hopeful opportunities and with America’s attention almost entirely 

on the frequent extrajudicial killings of black Americans, the broader problem of racial marginalization 

once again became an active topic of public conversation. But there was a dearth of black public 

intellectuals trained particularly in ethics and moral theory to contribute to that conversation. I moved 

decisively into that space to lend what I could.” 

 

In addition to his work at Johns Hopkins, Dr. Lebron writes articles and book reviews regularly for such 

publications as The New York Times, the Boston Review, and The Chronicle of Higher Education.  

 

Dr. Lebron will receive the Hiett Prize at the annual luncheon on Wednesday, November 7 at the Ritz 

Carlton, Dallas. The luncheon is chaired by Mrs. Brill Garrett. That evening, Dr. Lebron will discuss his 

work with the public at an open forum at the Dallas Institute.  

 

Additional information about the Hiett Prize, Dr. Lebron, and tickets to the events can be found at 

dallasinstitute.org/hiett-prize-in-the-humanities.  

 

For any questions regarding interviews and additional information, contact Rachel Savant at  

972-333-0284 or rsavant@dallasinstitute.org. 

 

Attachments: 

Headshot of Dr. Christopher J. Lebron 

 

 

# # # 

 

ABOUT THE DALLAS INSTITUTE OF HUMANITIES AND CULTURE 

The Dallas Institute of Humanities and Culture is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose fundamental aim 

is to bring the wisdom and imagination of the humanities to the city of Dallas. For more than 30 years, the 

Dallas Institute has provided educational programming in the community through events, conferences, 

and general courses of study. 
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