
‘THE 
OPEN 
CITY’

The Dallas Festival 
of Books & Ideas 

returns with five days 
of bright minds and 

lively discussion. 8-9E

BOOKS
CBS newsman Scott Pelley on getting
fired in Texas — and the meaning of

life. By Michael Granberry, 6E

+Why Elizabeth McCracken and 
Edward Carey are the most unassum-

ing literary power couple in Texas. 
By Chris Vognar, 6E

TRAVEL
It’s not about the swimming 

at these Las Vegas party pools. 
By Michael Hiller, 14E

+Chasing waterfalls in 
Yosemite Valley. 13E

CLASSICAL 
MUSIC

Thank you, I.M. Pei, for the
Meyerson Symphony Center.

By Scott Cantrell, 12E

+The Cliburn Junior 
comes to Dallas. 5E
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Summer in the City: Saturday
Remember summer reading as a child?

Summer meant freedom and, in freedom,
imagination grows.

Reclaim that nostalgic feeling of endless
possibilities through books at Summer in the
City at the Dallas Public Library.

Featured authors include historical novel-
ist Melanie Benjamin, who wrote The Swans
of Fifth Avenue, a fictionalized tale of New
York high society; Steven L. Davis, author of
Dallas 1963 and The Most Dangerous Man;
and biographer Bill Minutaglio, who has de-
tailed the lives of President George W. Bush
and Molly Ivins.

Fiction lovers will appreciate hearing
from Joe R. Lansdale, author of the Hap and
Leonard series about amateur crime investi-

gators in East Texas; Melissa Lenhardt, author of the feminist
Western Heresy, and Laura Numeroff, bestselling author of
more than 40 children’s books, including the If You Give... se-
ries, which began in 1985 with If You Give a Mouse a Cookie.

The summer book sale for the Friends of the Dallas Public
Library coincides with this event. The sale, in the library’s
floor L1 “book cellar,” features adult and children’s books, CDs
and DVDs, vinyl records and other treasures. Proceeds bene-
fit Dallas Public Library programs and services. Hours are 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday.

Details: Saturday, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Dallas Public Library,
1515 Young St., Dallas.

Brentney Hamilton

The Physical City: Tuesday
Dallas is getting old. The city is aging, not just in

history, but its population is getting older, too.
What will the city of Dallas do to address their
needs and also benefit from their wisdom and ex-
perience?

The Physical City will discuss issues and possi-
ble solutions. The event will feature keynote speak-

er Emi Kiyota, an environmental
gerontologist (someone who
studies all aspects of aging) and
founder of Ibasho, a nonprofit
aimed at finding solutions for an
aging population in housing de-
sign, elder care programs and
multigenerational approaches.

Panelists are Sandra Bond
Chapman, founder and chief di-

rector of the Center for BrainHealth at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas and Dee Wyly Distinguished
Professor in the School of Behavioral and Brain
Sciences at UT-Dallas; Leonard Volk, a Yale and
MIT graduate with a 30-year background in archi-
tecture; and Lawrence W. Speck, a senior design
principal for the Page architectural firm.

Mark Lamster, architecture critic forThe Dallas
Morning News, is the moderator.

Details: Tuesday, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at UT-Dallas Center
for BrainHealth, Brain Performance Institute, 
2200 W. Mockingbird Lane, Dallas

Jesus Jimenez

W
hen it comes to big
names, the upcom-
ing Dallas Festival of
Books and Ideas has
more than a few.

They include singer-songwriter Rhett Miller
of the Old 97’s and author Ben Fountain,
whose honors include a National Book Critics
Circle Award for fiction for his debut novel
Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk.

But far more than that, the fifth annual
festival seeks to leap a cultural canyon by in-
stigating discussions on a wide range of ur-
ban concerns, including racial diversity, the
needs of the city’s elderly population and Dal-
las’ role as a beacon of science and technolo-
gy.

As a result, this year’s festival is embracing
The Open City as its overarching theme.

The festival runs from Tuesday through
Saturday at multiple Dallas locations, with
the stated goal of “connecting people with
ideas, books, art and science.”

The festival is a partnership of The Dallas
Morning News, the Dallas Institute of Hu-
manities and Culture, the Dallas Public Li-
brary, Friends of the Dallas Public Library,
the Dallas Museum of Art and PEN America.

The festival’s themes are The Physical City,
The Welcoming City, Science in the City, The
Literary City, Summer in the City and The In-
spired City.

By MICHAEL GRANBERRY
Arts Writer 

mgranberry@dallasnews.com

Details
Seats are first-come, first-served for each
program on the day of the festival. For more
on the schedule, programs and speakers,
visit TheDallasFestival.com or call
214-871-2440. Registration is free and
encouraged, but not required.

Ask your Curious Texas question
As part of the festival, The News’ Curious Texas
project invites you to share your questions and
experiences related to four of the festival’s city
topics: The Physical City, The Welcoming City,
Science in the City and The Literary City.

THINK BIG Stretch your knowledge and ima
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The Inspired City: Saturday
Ancient Greeks believed artistic inspira-

tion was embodied in goddesses called
Muses, so it seems fittingly poetic that one
of Dallas’ most prominent museums would
host an event that connects famous musi-
cians, writers and illustrators with rising lo-
cal ones.

The Inspired City at the Dallas Museum
of Art “ignites curiosity” through interactive
workshops and gallery walks led by authors
and artists. Award-winning authors will
talk, meet fans and sign books, and Austin-
based Typewriter Rodeo will create custom
poems for guests on vintage machines.

Old 97’s singer-songwriter Rhett Miller
will lead a poetry and lyrics writing work-
shop (space is limited), and illustrator Dan
Santat will demonstrate how to create char-
acters with amazing facial expressions as
guests sketch their own inspired by the mu-
seum’s collection.

Other featured authors include Oscar
Cásares (who will speak about his latest
novel, Where We Come From, which follows
a Mexican-American family that becomes
involved with smuggling unauthorized im-
migrants across the border), Kimberly Wil-
lis Holt, Brian Jay Jones, Elizabeth Letts,
Sarah Rose, Etaf Rum, Rob Walker and Ja-
mil Zaki.

Details: Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Dallas
Museum of Art, 1717 N. Harwood St., Dallas.

B.H.

Science in the City: Thursday
Data: It’s everywhere, and it can be used to connect our city.
That’s what Science in the City aims to explore. It’s a topic

that keynote speaker Samantha Cheng, a scientist at the Cen-
ter for Biodiversity and Conservation at the American Muse-

um of Natural History, has spent more than
10 years researching. Cheng’s work delves
into how technological tools can improve
human experiences with each other and the
environment.

The panel discussion will address how
microbiology, bioinformatics and text min-
ing can be used for our citizens and beyond. 

Three panelists hail from UT Southwest-
ern Medical Center: John F. Brooks II, a
postdoctoral fellow in the immunology de-

partment; Brandi Cantarel, assistant professor in the bioin-
formatics department; and Gaudenz Danuser, inaugural
chair of the Lyda Hill Department of Bioinformatics.

Joining the conversation is Jo Guldi, an associate history
professor at Southern Methodist University. Guldi teaches
courses on text mining, capitalism and the British Empire.
The panel will be moderated by Dallas journalist Jeff Whit-
tington.

Details: Thursday, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the T. Boone Pickens 
Biomedical Building at UT Southwestern Medical Center, 
6001 Forest Park Road, Dallas.

Nataly Keomoungkhoun

The Welcoming City: Wednesday
One of the many things that make Dallas great is how di-

verse it is. Not just in the population but also those who visit
from all over the world. How does Dallas make sure it’s wel-
coming everyone and being inclusive?

Jin-Ya Huang, Mercedes Fulbright, Liz
Cedillo-Pereira and Imam Omar Suleiman
will discuss these issues in a conversation
moderated by Alfredo Carbajal, managing
editor of Al Día, the Spanish language publi-
cation of The News.

Huang is the founder of Break Bread,
Break Borders, a social enterprise empower-
ing refugee women. Fulbright is the Texas
state coordinator at Local Progress, Center
for Popular Democracy. Cedillo-Pereira is

the director of Dallas’ Office of Welcoming Communities and
Immigrant Affairs, and Suleiman is the founder and presi-
dent of the Yaqeen Institute for Islamic Research.

The event features a keynote by Keven Ann Willey, former
vice president and editorial page editor forThe News and trav-
el author of postcardsfromtheperimeter.com.

Details: Wednesday, 6-8:30 p.m., at the Dallas Institute, 
2719 Routh St., Dallas.

J.J.

aginationwith five daysof books and ideas

The Literary City: Friday
As a place with an abundance of authors and writ-

ers, would Dallas be considered a literary city? It’s a
question waiting to be answered at The Literary City,
a discussion on whether and how a concrete jungle in
the middle of Texas can bear the title.

Event keynote speaker Oscar Cásares is the author
of Brownsville, a collection of short stories about the
U.S.-Mexican border city. He’ll discuss what makes a
city literary and what it might take for Dallas to attain
that status if it hasn’t already done so.

The panel includes Dallasite Sarah Hepola, whose
memoir Blackout: Remembering the Things I Drank
to Forget was a New York Times best-seller, and Sand-
eria Faye, author of the award-winning novelMourn-
er’s Bench. Adding to the conversation is Dallas writer
Ben Fountain and Jaina Sanga, Southern Methodist
University faculty member and writer of Silk Fish
Opium, Train to Bombay and Tourist Season. The
panel will be moderated by Lauren Smart, Dallas au-
thor and journalist.

Details: Friday, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Interabang Books,
10720 Preston Road, Dallas.

N.K.
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