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H ere are some local
Black History
Month events to

consider:

FRIDAY

10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: The
35th annual Quest for
Success workshops and
luncheon at Renaissance
Hotel Dallas, 2222 N.
Stemmons Fwy. Work-
shops at 10 a.m. to noon
will include discussions
with business experts. The
luncheon, from noon to
1:30 p.m., will recognize
black entrepreneurs for
outstanding contributions
to local communities.
Tickets are $150. Visit
dallasblackchamber.org
or call 214-421-5200.

6- 8:30 p.m.: A net-
working reception will
honor more than 200
people recognized in the
newly released fifth edi-
tion of Who’s Who in Black
Dallas at the Hyatt Re-
gency Dallas Hotel, 300
Reunion Blvd. Dr. Mi-
chael Sorrell, president of
Paul Quinn College, and
former state Rep. Helen
Giddings will give special
greetings. Tickets are
available at the door for
$100 and include a copy of
the book. (Tickets without
the book are $75.) Addi-
tional copies of the book
cost $39.95. Call 313-963-
8100.

SATURDAY

1 p.m.: “Lost and
Found: Little Egypt, Fifty
Years Later” will detail the
history of a once well-
known Freedman’s Town,
founded shortly after the
Civil War near Audelia
Road and White Rock
Creek. Drs. Clive Siegle
and Tim Sullivan of Rich-
land College will speak.
The free event will be in
the auditorium of the
African American Muse-
um at Fair Park. To in-
quire, call 817-406-8443.

5 p.m.: Local veteran
civil rights advocate Ernie
McMillan will be among
speakers to share their
experiences in early com-
munity and college activ-
ism and its impact on
their lives at the South
Dallas Cultural Center,
3400 S. Fitzhugh Ave.
The Soul Rep Theatre
production Bourbon at the
Border — about civil rights
events during a Mississip-
pi summer — will be at 3
and 8 p.m. Tickets are
$20 general admission,
$15 for seniors and $10 for
students, and are available
at soulrep.org. To learn
more, call 214-671-1998 or
214-664-1456.

5-7 p.m.: A free recep-
tion showcasing works by
living and deceased artists
including Arthello Beck
Jr., Frank Frazier, Tyra
Goodley and Evita Tezeno
will be in the main gallery
at the Irving Arts Center,
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Musical entertainment
will feature Maxwell.

MONDAY

6 p.m.: At a free “Next
Level” meeting, commu-
nity resource experts will
advise families and in-
dividuals who need help
in areas including rent,
housing, and GED pro-
grams. They also will
counsel ex-offenders try-
ing to get back on their
feet after prison release.
The event will be at 4949
Village Fair Dr. in Dallas.
Food and drinks are in-
cluded. Register at event-
brite.com and type Next
Level Meeting in the
search box. To inquire, call
469-261-3437.

FEB. 16

8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.:
Organizers say over 1,300
men have registered to

attend the Black Men in
White Coats Youth Sum-
mit, an event to encourage
black youths to consider
medical careers. Dr. Dale
Okorodudu, founder of
the nonprofit Diverse-
Medicine Inc., said black
male participation in
medical careers is declin-
ing. He has invited educa-
tors, community leaders,
parents and students —
both male and female —
in the third grade and up
to attend. The event will
be in Gooch Auditorium
at UT Southwestern Med-
ical Center, 5323 Harry
Hines Blvd. Register at
blackmeninwhite-
coats.org/summit, email
Dale@BlackMenInWhite
Coats.org, or call 832-
385-5762.

FEB. 19

6-8 p.m.: The film
Malcolm X: An Over-
whelming Influence on the
Black Power Movement
will be shown at the Dal-
las Institute of Human-
ities and Culture, 2719
Routh St. in Dallas. Film
director Thomas Muham-
mad and Dallas Latino
community leader and
entrepreneur Jorge Bal-
dor will speak. Tickets are
$20; educators and stu-
dents are admitted free.
To inquire, call 214-871-
2440.

FEB. 22-23

About a dozen veteran
and contemporary sports
standouts will be honored
at the annual Texas Black
Sports Hall of Fame event.
The Legends Reception
will be 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Feb. 22 at the African
American Museum at Fair
Park. Reception tickets
are $25. The induction
luncheon will be at 11 a.m.
Feb. 23 at the Dallas Sher-
aton Hotel, 400 N. Olive
St. Luncheon tickets are
$100. Tickets are available
at aamdallas.org. To learn
more, call 214-565-9026.

FEB. 23

10 a.m.- 3 p.m.: Dallas
ISD trustee Joyce Fore-
man, Dallas City Council
member Carolyn King
Arnold and radio person-
ality Robert Ashley will
talk and answer questions
about community issues
during a free Black Histo-
ry Month and Muslim
Savior’s Day discussion at
the South Dallas Cultural
Center, 3400 S. Fitzhugh
Ave. To inquire, call 214-
490-3670.

FEB. 28

6:30-8:30 p.m.: A
panel will explore key
points from a little-known
speech by the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. that event
organizers say has strong
merit for society today.
King delivered the speech,
titled “Rediscovering Lost
Values,” at Second Baptist
Church in Detroit on Feb.
28, 1954. The event will be
in the main building at the
Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Center, 2922
Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd. To inquire, call 214-
670-8418.
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History Month
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down a road called Choate, that
you could drive past without
catching them out of the corner
of your eye. Now they jut out of
the ground like molehills ach-
ing to become mountains.

“This is insane,” Jackson said
last week as we walked the
backyard where her daughters,
when they were younger, kept
horses to ride in rodeos. “It
really is.”

Blue Star stacked about a
dozen cinder blocks by the
water — a Five Mile Creek
tributary — to keep out the grit;
the company laid down a little
hay, too, to sop up the mess.
Workers were trudging up and
down the dark and nasty
mounds that looked like some-
thing coughed up by a volcano.
When it’s windy, Jackson said,
layers of fine grit swirl in the air. 

“Like smoke,” she said. “Like
they’re on fire.” 

Blue Star, which operates
with the state’s OK, said in
December that it put its busi-
ness here, along the vestiges of
the old U.S. Highway 75, be-
cause this is where the city says
it can go — out by the landfill,
near the other metal-crushers
and scrap-keepers and shingle-
grinders. Here, you are not far
from the Superfund site where
the land has been poisoned for
decades, or from the concrete
batching plants that nearby
residents beg the City Council
to swat down every few months.

Here, as far as the eye can
see, the land is zoned “heavy
industrial manufacturing” and
“industrial research.”

The trashlands.
“Miss Jackson is suffering

out there,” Temeckia Derrough
told me last week. Derrough’s
the 40-year-old environmental
activist who has spent half her
life down here, near the Lane

Plating Superfund site and the
batching plants and scrapyards.
She was the one who put Jack-
son in touch with Jim Scherm-
beck, leader of Downwinders at
Risk, who in December first
spread word about the hell-
scape blossoming in Jackson’s
backyard.

City Manager T.C. Broadnax
told me a couple of weeks ago he
hates what he sees from down-
town south, past the hot-sheet
motels and cinder-block bars
and dumping grounds. A few
weeks back, a story began to
circulate around City Hall that
Broadnax, fresh from a drive
down here, returned to 1500

Marilla and raised cain about
the squalor in plain sight. He
told me last week it was no
rumor.

“I grew up in conditions like
that,” Broadnax said. “That’s the
only reason I am city manager
— to make sure people don’t
have to live in conditions like
that.”

But they do. And they will
continue doing so, because it is
legal — a fact Blue Star attorney
Scott Deatherage reminded me
of repeatedly when we spoke
Monday evening.

“We’re trying to get along
with the city, we’re trying to get
along with Miss Jackson,” the
attorney said. He and the city
are in court, at odds since mid-
December. “But we do have a
legal right to operate.”

Blue Star, and the other
companies like it, will stay,
because this is where Dallas
officially wants them. The city
historically has not valued the
land or the people who lived
there. And so it relinquished the
land to the ugly industries we
need but do not want to see.

A city spokesperson told me
at the end of last week that
Dallas has not abandoned
Jackson and that, in fact, a
hearing is likely for March to

obtain a temporary injunction
that would “require Blue Star to
come into compliance with all
the City’s laws and other appli-
cable laws.” The Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality,
which gave Blue Star its permit
in January 2018, also has an
open investigation about which
it will not comment — “other
than the complaint was regard-
ing piles of shingles,” said TCEQ
spokesperson Andrea Morrow.

TCEQ documents show
Blue Star promised it wouldn’t
keep more than 260 tons of
shingles on its property. City
officials say there’s far more
than that just a few feet from
Jackson’s backyard.

Blue Star’s “continued oper-
ations are inconsistent with
their representations to the
TCEQ,” said city spokesperson
Nichelle Sullivan.

But Deatherage reiterated
what the recycler’s officials told
me months ago: Turning shin-
gles into asphalt keeps them
from the landfill, which is a
good thing. “A positive environ-
mental product,” the attorney
said. “I am sure you can appre-
ciate that. Those facilities, like
batch plants, have to go some-
where. You can’t remove those
from the city.”

Where Jackson lives is the
most beautiful part of the city.
Except you’d never know, be-
cause it’s obscured by plumes of
smoke and buried beneath
mountains of garbage. It will
remain so unless the city de-
cides this area deserves more.

The city manager said he
wants to do that very thing — to
look at rezoning the southern
city, to make it livable.

“We’re never going to change
what’s on the ground,” said
Broadnax, “unless we change
what’s on the books.”

Twitter: @RobertWilonsky

ROBERT WILONSKY

Resident: ‘This is insane. It really is’
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Blue Star Recycling stacked cinder blocks by the creek.
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Editor’s note

Starting today, Norma
Adams-Wade’s column
about the African-American
community will appear in
the Metro & Business section
on the first Wednesday of
each month. 

a revised list from the state last
week that knocked down the
county’s number of potential
noncitizen voters from 4,699 to
about 4,050. The removed
names were people tagged in
records as “code 64” — meaning
they had registered to vote with
the Texas Department of Public
Safety when they applied for a
driver license and had already
established their citizenship.

Sherbet said county elec-
tions staff want to make sure
they do their “due diligence” —
a process expected to take
months — before sending citi-
zenship review letters. Under
state rules, people who fail to re-
spond to a “notice of examina-
tion” within 30 days would be
knocked off the voter rolls.

“You’ve got issues of sending
out letters that could initiate a
cancellation process because of
nonresponse, for example, that

we’re very hesitant to do in any
kind of election,” Sherbet said.

Meanwhile, Dallas County
will send notices to voters on
the state list only as “a last re-
sort,” County Judge Clay Jen-
kins said Tuesday after the
Commissioners Court met with
the county’s attorney in closed
session to discuss the list.

The county doesn’t currently
have a timeline for how long its
review will take, but officials
said no notices have been
mailed so far.

“You don’t go out and disad-
vantage thousands of people
because somebody might have
done something incorrectly,”
Jenkins said.

Texas Secretary of State Da-
vid Whitley announced the list
last month and encouraged
county officials to scrutinize
whether nearly 100,000 Texans
identified by his office are possi-
ble noncitizen voters. Whitley’s
office matched names on the

state’s voter rolls with informa-
tion from DPS that indicated
the person was not a U.S. citizen
at the time he or she got his cur-
rent driver license or state ID.

By Wednesday of last week,
state officials had removed at
least 20,000 people from the
list and told county officials
those voters had been placed
there in error and had already
proved their citizenship.

Civil rights groups have
blasted Whitley and filed three
lawsuits so far seeking to stop
the investigations into voters on
the list. The groups argue that
the state’s methods didn’t take
into account people who re-
ceived their citizenship after
they got their driver’s license.

Dallas County Elections Ad-
ministrator Toni Pippins-Poole
said her office will be cautious to
avoid litigation. On Tuesday,
she met behind closed doors
with county commissioners
and the Dallas County district

attorney’s office to get legal ad-
vice.

“We want to make sure any-
thing that we do is legal and
lawful, because at the end of the
day, if we get sued, the county is
the one that’s going to have to
defend the practice that we’ve
done,” Pippins-Poole said be-
fore the closed session.

Last week, a Dallas County
voter database vendor identi-
fied 1,715 people who were erro-
neously included in the county’s
list of 9,938 names. Those peo-
ple had registered to vote with
DPS and thus were confirmed
U.S. citizens.

Jenkins, the county judge,
said the secretary of state’s office
should send counties revised
lists. Still, the county will con-
tinue to look for reasonable
ways to weed out eligible voters
who shouldn’t be on the list, he
said.

Twitter: @jmchiquillo

Dallas, Collin hold off on notices
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The Dallas diocese included
Crisp's name last week on its list
of 31 “credibly accused” clergy
members. The diocese had a
team of investigators comb
through its files of clergy mem-
bers since 1950 as part of a trans-
parency measure, which was a
response to the latest flare-up in
the Catholic Church's worldwide
sex abuse crisis.

But allegations against Crisp
had already been public for
years. In May 2010, the diocese
removed Crisp from Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in Row-
lett after two teenage girls and
some parish staff members ac-
cused him of touching them in-
appropriately, according to news
reports and a statement from the
Dallas diocese at the time.

The women told the diocese
Crisp had made them feel un-
comfortable, giving them
lengthy hugs and rubbing his
feet against their legs. The hugs

and leg rubs took place at the
church when other parishioners
were nearby, diocese officials
said at the time.

In addition to his volunteer
work for the prison ministry,
Crisp served at nine Dallas-area
parishes for 30 years and was as-
signed to Sacred Heart from
2002 to 2010. 

In 2011, Crisp pleaded no con-
test to misdemeanor assault and
received six months of deferred
adjudication and a $650 fine.

The Dallas Morning News
reported at the time that a wom-
an had accused Crisp of rubbing
his bare feet up and down her 14-
year-old daughter's legs.

Since 2014, official Catholic
directories list him as working in
various prison ministries around
the state.

According to yearly registers,
Crisp returned from his “leave of
absence” in 2011 and 2012 to be
the chaplain at the Federal Cor-
rectional Institution in Seago-
ville in 2013. In 2015, he was also

assigned to Hutchins State Jail
in Dallas and both Buster Cole
State Jail and the Choice Moore
Transfer Facility in Bonham. Re-
cords show Crisp was assigned to
all four correctional facilities
through at least 2017.

According to Reyna’s state-
ment, Crisp remained a jail min-
istry volunteer “until last fall
when the Sheriff 's Department
was contacted by a Catholic Dio-
cese volunteer and informed
that Crisp would not be return-
ing to the jail ministry. They pro-
vided no other explanation or
reason at that time.”

Dallas Catholic Diocese
spokeswoman Annette Taylor, in
a statement released Tuesday
evening, said “Crisp was re-
moved from his last parish as-
signment and placed on a leave
of absence in 2010, and subse-
quently retired.”

In his retirement Crisp vol-
unteered for the prison ministry,
as he had done throughout his
career, Taylor said. But Taylor

said after the investigator’s re-
view last year, Dallas Bishop Ed-
ward J. Burns removed Crisp
“from all ministry and suspend-
ed all of his priestly faculties.”

The Dallas County Sheriff 's
Office conducts background
checks for outstanding warrants
and criminal history on all their
volunteers, Reyna said.

“Due to no criminal history
information having been found,
Crisp was allowed to volunteer as
areligious service provider,” Rey-
na said. In July 2018, the jail’s re-
ligious services staff checked his
information again and didn’t
find red flags, Reyna said. 

Reyna said Crisp's last visit
included confessionals with in-
mates who had requested a visit
in September 2018.

The sheriff 's office did not re-
ceive any complaints about
Crisp, Reyna said.

Staff writer Allan James Ves-
tal contributed to this report.

Twitter: @davetarrantnews

Officials: Accused priest was jail volunteer
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