
WELCOME TO THE APRIL MEETING OF ALIEN WORLDS! 

Our final meeting for the spring semester is on 

Tuesday, April 24 at 6:30 to discuss 

Infomacracy by Malka Older.   A graduate of 

Harvard and Johns Hopkins University, Older 

has spent over a decade as a humanitarian 

worker throughout the developing world.  

Infomacracy is a science fiction cyberpunk 

political thriller rising out of her academic 

training and her real-world experience.  If you 

are not familiar with the term “cyberpunk,” it describes a society where high tech like AI or 

human/machine interfaces exist in a world experiencing a breakdown in the social order.  

Published in 2016, Infomacracy was a finalist for several major science fiction awards.  Set in 

the latter half of the 21st century, the world is 20 years into a “new international order.”  There 

are no more nations and no more wars—anywhere.  Humans are divided into groups of 100,000 

voters, called centenals, who elect the international order that governs the world.  It is time for 

a new election and someone is trying to steal the election.  Someone else is trying to start a 

war.  Pulled into the intrigue are a political operative, a dissident, and an agent for Information, 

the powerful search engine and quasi-UN that maintains order in the world.  Infomacracy is part 

political thriller and part philosophical text on the nature of democracy in the modern world and 

the increasing influence of multi-national corporations on public policy.  Set in the near future, 

the story often reads as chillingly prophetic. 

Because Infomocracy is set in the 2060s, Older explores issues that we are already dealing with 

today.  In the book, Information provides a truly global system where people can communicate 

in real time.  Yet people still do not understand each other.  Because this is a world of no privacy 

and near constant information overload, people seek a place of escape.  In this world, the 

escape is an addiction to narrative stories produced by teenagers in creation-content 

sweatshops.  This addiction leads to a disorder known as “narrative disorder” in which people 

lose the ability to distinguish narrative from reality.  But because narrative changes expectations 

about life and the people that you expect to meet, it does in fact change reality as people act 

upon these expectations and respond to the expectations of others.  For Mishima, her narrative 

disorder is both her greatest weakness and her greatest strength.  How?  As you read, think 

about the ways that narrative creates worlds both internal and external. 

Infomocracy is focused on ideas of what participatory democracy might become.  What does 

Older consider to be the fundamental nature of democracy?  And what paradoxes are involved in 

democracy?  What is the disconnect between participatory government and representative 

government?  Information allows for true participation by everyone, or does it?  What happens 

when the internet is so ubiquitous that we are never really separated from one another?  What 

happens when multi-national corporations become actual political entities?  As you can see, 

these future science fiction questions are grounded in the world that we live in today.   

I hope that you can join us for our discussion of Infomocracy by Malka Older on Tuesday, April 

24 at 6:30 where we will dig deeply into present day democracy and information technology to 

see if we think Older correctly predicts a possible future for us all—for better or worse.  I look 

forward to a lively discussion! 

Donna McBride   


