
 

Welcome to the March book for 

Alien Worlds! 

We will be meeting on Tuesday, March 27 

at 6:30 to discuss The Martian Chronicles 

by Ray Bradbury published in 1950. This 

book is actually a series of short stories, 

many of which were published in science 

fiction magazines in the late 1940s.  

Bradbury then put them together in 

chronological form, adding some additional stories to link the original stories, to tell the story of 

the exploration of Mars and the encounters between the Martian civilization and Human 

civilization. 

Many critics have remarked that Bradbury’s Mars is less about science and more about fairy tale.  

And they are right.  Bradbury is tapping into our enduring fascination with Mars.  While the 

earliest Mars stories by Jules Verne and Edgar Rice Burroughs were written before we knew 

much about the real Mars, Bradbury is writing when science has proven that there are no canals 

on Mars and no Martians.  And yet, even today, we still thrill to current news stories that tell us 

about new discoveries on Mars.  Possible water?  Possible bacterial life?  These stories are proof 

that we are reluctant to give up our fantasies about our mysterious neighbor. 

Bradbury explores these fantasies in his short stories.  He also explores two different ways of 

knowing the world.  Humans know Mars and ourselves through science and technology.  

Martians know Mars and themselves through imagination.  As you read, look for indications of 

these two ways of knowing and the difficulty inherent in understanding a new world in a new 

way. 

A second exploration of Mars and ourselves is through the encounters over the decades between 

Martians and Humans. Both civilizations are faced with the truly other, and, not surprisingly, 

both civilizations view the truly other as the enemy.  At the same time, both civilizations are 

their own worst enemies as we will see in the successive rise and fall of both civilizations.  How 

to explain this?   

Finally, while we will discuss The Martian Chronicles as a coherent whole, the book is a series of 

short stories.  Find the two or three short stories that you like best.  Think about what you find 

compelling or memorable about the stories and come prepared to share your favorites with the 

group.  It will be fascinating to see if many of us choose the same stories or choose completely 

different stories.   

As you can see, it will be a lively evening of discussion of The Martian Chronicles and the red 

planet.  I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, March 27.  I love this book.  I hope you enjoy 

it, too! 

 

Donna McBride   


