
Welcome to our February book for Alien Worlds! 
We will be meeting on Tuesday, February 27 at 6:30 to discuss 

A Fire Upon the Deep by Vernor Vinge, winner of the 1993 

Hugo Award.  This is a really fun read, filled with the sense of 

wonder that is special to science fiction. An old-fashioned space 

opera, grounded in physics, A Fire Upon the Deep is a story of 

action, courage, betrayal, heroism, and the fight against evil.  

Sound intriguing? 

Vernor Vinge is a professor of mathematics and computer 

science, so his world-building uses science as its basis.  

However, the complexity of his teeming universe with its many fascinating alien species is often 

compared to the world-building of J.R.R. Tolkien.  A Fire Upon the Deep is set tens of thousands 

of years in the future, and it is the story of this immense richly populated universe and how it 

came to an end.   

The story is divided between the very large events happening in The Beyond and the small daily 

events happening to the two shipwrecked children, Jefri and Johanna in the Tines world.  Both 

children fail to understand the truth behind the Tines who “rescue” them.  And the Tines, awed 

by the technology the humans have, assume that humans are major players in the galaxy when, 

in fact, humans are of little to no importance at all, at least until humans inadvertently release a 

malevolent evil, the Blight, upon the universe.  Then all the alien races band together to destroy 

all humans, if the Blight does not wipe out the universe first.   

Whew!  A Fire Upon the Deep has it all in terms of action adventure.  But woven into the action 

are provocative ideas about artificial intelligence, human intelligence, and how too much 

knowledge can be as dangerous as too little.  Watch for these philosophical issues as you read.  

This is our first hard science fiction book.  (Hard science fiction is defined as a story which 

requires scientific accuracy.) How does the science expand the world-building?  Keep in mind 

that hard science fiction raises the bar very high, as the science must be consistent and it must 

work to pass muster with the critics.  You will not be surprised to know that A Fire Upon the 

Deep passed with flying colors. 

So enjoy a great read.  I look forward to discussing the book with you when we meet on 

February 27.  Have fun! 

Donna McBride 
 


